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A Timeless Design

by Noreen Anderson, Interior Designer
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esign ideas come to me In many different
ways. I can be inspired from something that
1 , something that I can feel, or something
I see that I can reproduce into something that
15 entirely different than what it was intended
for. This 1s how I approach designing a coach.
I don't feel bound to any one thing or idea.
Design to me Is a revolving door: Sometimes 1
don’t know exactly what will come through that
door. Let me open the door to coach #1000,
and show you where its design came from.

For this coach, my first impression was a
timeless design, incorporating tradibional ele-
ments with contemporary design. I wanted to
do something with a raised panel look of tra-
ditional design, yet updated. When Marathon's
Vice President of Interior Design and Engineer-
ing Alan Christianson showed me a plece of
crushed glass that was infused into two panels
of acrylic, I knew I would use this in my design,
though I wasn't sure exactly where. Looking
through the fabric books and memo samples
in our showroom, I found a beautiful piece of
wory fabric with 2 diamond crackle that would
perfectly complement this light internior, A piece

of my design was beginning to appear, although
I still needed to see the final design in my mind
and then completz 1t by designing it into this
coach.

The fabric and crushed aglass acrylic was
where I began. Then I gathered colors for the
cabinetry to match the vory in the fabric. The
detail for the cabinetry came to mind by using
a picture frame molding with a wash of gold to
accent the colors in the crackle of the fabric.
Typically, raised panel 15 a solid piece of wood
that is used to make a coach’s doors and draw-
ers, but the raised portion for this coach would
be made from mitered pieces of this beauti-
ful frame. The gold in the frame picked up the
gold in the fabnc and the faucets, and the LED
lighting incorporated into the valance boards,
vanity accent bands, shower flooring, and ceil-
ing. I used the gold color in the marble and
glass key flooring, and in the carpet accent. My
vision was becoming reality on paper, and into
this coach.

I really wanted to use the crackle glass lami-
nate in the acrylic for the countertop, but be-
cause this 1s not a matenal that Marathon fabni-
cates in-house, I had to rethink my design and
use It after it had been cut. We typically like to







